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The ECCV Water Efficiency Team helps many customers
deal with sprinkler controllers that seem to have gotten

a mind of their own. What’s often the case is that the
controllers are running as programmed—they just get set
unintentionally to water on the wrong days, at the wrong
times, or for the wrong durations.

Two key settings to always double check on sprinkler
controllers: START and RUN. These must be programmed
for each zone of your system. START refers to the time of
day you want sprinklers to begin running, and RUN refers
to how long they should run before turning off.

Making sure your START and RUN times are programmed
as intended is a key way to improve water efficiency. You can
find a helpful video with our Water Efficiency Coordinator
explaining it all at www.eccv.org/knowledge-drops.
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Watering

Season Discounts

Colorado yards use more drinking water than we, the
humans that pay the bills, use for ourselves—includ-
ing drinking, cleaning, cooking, washing, and flushing.
ECCYV has multiple programs to help customers save
water, and save money, this watering season and for
seasons to come.

Slow The Flow: Get a FREE
evaluation of your sprinkler system
by a water efficiency pro. In 2024,
119 ECCV customers took advantage
of this program, resulting in an
estimated 600,000 gallons of

water saved annually. Sign up at

www.resourcecentral.org/sprinklers

Lawn Replacement: Turn portions
of water-needy lawn into water
efficient plantings. Discounts are
available to ECCV customers for
both turf removal and new gardens.
Each ECCV customer who participated
in this offer last year is expected to save
7,000 gallons of water this summer, and
in each summer to come. Get started at
www.resourcecentral.org/lawn

Rebates: ECCV customers can
receive rebates when they purchase
and install efficient outdoor watering
equipment including rain sensors,
sprinklers, and sprinkler controllers.
Find more at www.eccv.org/outdoor-
use-rebates
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A majority of your ECCV drinking water supply—more
than two billion gallons per year— passes through
ECCV’s Northern Water Treatment Plant near Brighton,
CO. The plant primarily uses reverse osmosis filtration.
This involves forcing water through membranes at high
pressure to extract salts, and send high quality H20
molecules on for customer use.

But what happens to those salts? For every 100 gallons of
water entering the plant, 94 gallons become drinking water,
and six gallons are removed as brine. The brine’s salt
content is so high, it can’t be used for any beneficial purpose.

ECCV disposes of the brine by injecting it deep
underground—more than 10,000 feet below the surface.
That’s deeper than any aquifer in the region and even
many oil and gas deposits.

Currently, ECCV operates two deep injection wells, and
is exploring adding several more. This will allow the
plant to increase water production by giving ECCV
more capacity for brine disposal. The more drinking
water the plant can produce, the less has to be extracted
from aquifers that don’t refill. It’s all part of the on-going
effort to assure a sustainable water supply for our
community here in the arid West.

Deep injection wellhead. One of the two deep injection
wells currently in operation at the ECCV Northern Water
Treatment Plant.

2025 Outdoor Watering Schedule

Residential/Commercial Customers | Effective April 1-October 31, 2025
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ECCYV uses an outdoor watering schedule to help conserve drinking water supplies and meet demand throughout the
months of the year when water use is at its highest. From April 1 through October 31, ECCV customers can run sprinkler
systems three days per week. Spot watering with a hose is permitted any day. Your watering schedule is determined by
your address (see schedule above). Efficient watering three days per week is enough to keep yards healthy and conserves
water throughout the District.

As a reminder, you’ll likely see a noticeable increase to your monthly water bills when you begin running sprinkler
systems. For most homes, outdoor watering accounts for the majority of the home’s annual drinking water use. ECCV’s
Water Efficiency Team can work with you to find ways to get the most out of your watering and potentially reduce your
water bill. Email conservation@eccv.org to learn more, or visit www.eccv.org/customer-conservation-center. for helpful,
general outdoor watering tips.

Basics of Outdoor Water Savings

* NO RUSH. Most landscapes can make it well into May before
needing regular watering.

e START SLOW. Spring storms and cooler temperatures allow
lawns to get by on one to two watering days per week. Save
the three-day schedule for when summer weather really kicks in.

e WATER BY NIGHT. Set sprinkler systems to run either at
the very beginning (Midnight-9:00 a.m.) or very end
(after 9:00 p.m.) of your scheduled watering days.

e CYCLE & SOAK. For each zone in your system, run three

cycles, with a one-hour break between each cycle. This gives
soil time to absorb the water.
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