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WATER 
WHYS 

The Latest from ECCV 
Sustaining our community by 
providing safe, reliable water 

In This Issue: 

n SWA Fee Change 

n Treatment Plant Improvements 

n Investing in Resilience 

n Watering Season Discounts 

n Active Watering Saves Water 

Active Watering 
Saves Water 

Sprinkler systems make outdoor watering much easier. 
They can be programmed to turn on and off on a regular 
schedule, saving us from having to do it manually each 
watering day. Like many other automated systems, the 
easier they are to set, the easier they are to forget. 

This can lead to sprinklers running during rain, wind, or 
running inefficiently based on weather conditions. Luckily, 
these issues can be avoided by taking an active approach 
to outdoor watering. 

Checking controllers once per week to ensure they’re set 
for the correct days, times, and durations is a worthwhile 
summer routine. It keeps outdoor watering top-of-mind and 
helps us remember to switch off systems during storms, or 
catch any unintended watering that can drive up summer 
bills. For all the bells and whistles of modern controllers, 
the best water-saving feature is a human who keeps an eye 
on the weather and their system throughout the summer. 

303-693-3800 
6201 S Gun Club Rd 
Aurora, CO 80016 
info@eccv.org 

Watering 
Season Discounts 

ECCV customers can still take advantage of multiple 
water and money saving offers this summer through 
our partners at Resource Central. 

Slow The Flow: Get a FREE 
evaluation of your sprinkler system 
by a water efficiency pro. In 2024, 
119 ECCV customers took advantage 
of this program, resulting in an 
estimated 600,000 gallons of water 
saved annually. Sign up at 
www.resourcecentral.org/sprinklers 

Lawn Replacement: Turn portions 
of water-needy lawn into water-
efficient plantings. Receive up to 
$750 for turf removal services that 
help make room for gardens and 
shrubs. Each ECCV customer who 
participated in this offer last year is 
expected to save 7,000 gallons of 
water this summer and in each 
summer to come. Get started at 
www.resourcecentral.org/lawn 

Garden In A Box: Order now for 
late summer planting. Planting one 
of these expertly selected perennial 
gardens in early September still gives 
plants plenty of time to establish 
this year, then come back fuller and 
bigger next spring. Shop gardens at 
www.resourcecentral.org/gardens 

www.resourcecentral.org/sprinklers
www.resourcecentral.org/lawn
www.resourcecentral.org/gardens
mailto:info@eccv.org


 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
  

  
  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

SWA Fee 
Change 

Treatment Plant 
Improvements 

Investing in 
Resilience 

Beginning July 1, 2025, the Sustainable 
Water Assurance (SWA) Fee is increasing 
from $25 to $30. This will be reflected 
on billing statements that customers 
receive in August. 

The SWA Fee is a fixed fee that reflects the on-going 
investment needed to deliver a long-term, reliable drinking 
water supply to our community. Specifically, the fee pays 
back bonds and provides cash on hand, both of which 
fund ECCV’s renewable water treatment and delivery 
infrastructure. Known as the Northern Project, the system 
now provides more than two billion gallons of high quality 
drinking water to customers each year. 

This is the first increase to the SWA Fee since 2010, 
and is due to several factors. Changes to federal water 
quality regulations in recent years (see Treatment 
Plant Improvements story) required ECCV to adapt 
treatment processes at its Northern Water Treatment 
Plant. ECCV is now pursuing plant improvements to 
restore lost capacity and provide additional redundancy. 

Additionally, as is the case with all infrastructure, 
material and project costs have steadily increased 
over time. The SWA Fee helps ensure ECCV remains 
compliant with the terms of its bond obligations, which 
require the District to maintain a minimum ratio between 
its revenues and expenses. Remaining compliant allows 
ECCV to maintain favorable credit terms, which will 
continue to benefit customers when future financing 
is needed. 

Customers can find more information about the SWA 
Fee at www.eccv.org/additional-information. Click the 
“Sustainable Water Assurance Fee” drop-down tab. Have 
specific questions? Get in touch by phone at 303-693-3800, 
email info@eccv.org, or live chat at www.eccv.org. 

Work is underway on several important projects at the 
ECCV Northern Water Treatment Plant. The plant 
primarily uses a reverse osmosis (RO) filtration process— 
forcing water through membranes at high pressure. 

RO removes virtually everything from water, including 
beneficial minerals. To compensate, a portion of water 
entering the plant goes through a separate, ultraviolet (UV) 
filtration process. This zaps away any microbiological 
organisms that may be in the water while preserving 
beneficial minerals. The stream of UV filtered water is 
then blended with the super clean RO water. 

When federal standards around PFAS, a family of 
man-made chemicals, changed in 2024, ECCV shifted 
operations at the Northern Water Treatment Plant. 
RO is effective at removing PFAS. UV filtration is not. 
To remain compliant with the new standards, ECCV 
began running all but a small portion of water through 
the RO system. 

This reduced the overall amount of water the plant was 
capable of producing. To restore the plant’s capacity, 
ECCV is in the process of adding additional RO filters 
and pursuing permitting for a third deep injection well 
to dispose of brine concentrate, which contains all the 
salts pulled out by RO filters. When completed, likely 
in 2026, these improvements will allow the plant to 
produce upward of 20 million gallons of high quality 
drinking water per day. 

The ECCV Northern Water Treatment Plant produces more 
than two billion gallons of drinking water for customers 
each year. 

Reliable drinking water and sanitary sewer services 
are essential expectations for anyone looking to live 
in a community like ours. Assuring the long-term 
resilience of these systems protects the investments 
of tens of thousands of homeowners who receive 
ECCV services. 

ECCV’s Northern Project, which produces a majority 
of our community’s drinking water, provides customers 
with access to a water supply that renews each year. 
Water from the South Platte River, which is fed by 
snowmelt and rain, is diverted, processed into drinking 
water, and transported to our community through a 
system of tanks, pumps, and dozens of miles of pipeline. 

Using this system for more and more of the community’s 
overall water supply preserves water ECCV also owns 
in deep aquifers. Unlike the river, deep aquifers do not 
replenish. Once water is pumped out, it’s gone. 

Building and maintaining this intricate system provides 
ECCV with access to water from numerous sources, 
reduces the risk of major service disruptions, and 
secures a reliable drinking water supply into the future. 

51% 
Renewable 
Resources 

Non-Renewable 
Resources 

49% 

ECCV uses water from surface and deep underground 
sources to deliver a sustainable, long-term supply to 
customers. 

www.eccv.org/additional-information
mailto:info@eccv.org
www.eccv.org



